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“ When life throws you a curve ball

Taylor Phippin excels
at softball despite
having spina bifida

By Anthony Spaulding jl
Staff Writer |

SALISBURY — Softball is
Just an activity to most people,
but to 15-year-old Taylor
Phippin, it is a way of life.

“I think about it all the time,”
the rising Parkside High School
Jjunior said. “If we have a game
that day, it’s like that's all that’s |

on my mind.”
M HARD BALL:  Phippin start- /
Wells leads ed playing the
Blue Jays past  sportonly a year /

Braves/Page C2 ago, but she has /
o traveled a long

road to get where she is today.

“She was born with spina bifi-
da,” said Phippin’s mother; Leslie.
“She has no motion in her right
leg, and she wears a brace that
keeps her foot at a 90 degree angle
so that she can walk with it.” {

The condition occurs in the |
fiest - month of ptegnancy in |
which the baby’sgpinal cord does
not completely close, according
to the Spina Bifida Association.
People with spina bifida} could
develop problems such as<learn-
ing disabilities, bladder-ggntrol
problems, depression, social and
sexual issues, and even full or
partial paralysis, Despite facing
the most common permanently
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Taylor Phippin has played multiple positions in her two years with the Farmers Bank team, but she is used primarily as a pitcher and first baseman. See PHIPPIN, Page C5
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disabling birth defect,
Phippin wanted to con-
tinue her family’s athlet-
ic tradition.

“] heard my dad played
(softball), and my uncle
was playing it since I was
growing up,” the 4-foot-8
Phippin said. “I got inter-
ested in playing it.”

Phippin longed to play
softball since she was 9
years old, but her mother
shied away from the idea.

“Being the overprotec-
tive mother that I've been,
because of not wanting
her to be rejected, I didn’t
let her,” Leslie said. “Last
year, was the first year
she has ever played.”

In March 2007, Phippin
tried out for the
Wicomico Junior Girls
Major I Softball League.

“] thought it was going
to be a pretty good year,
because the tryouts went
pretty good,” she said. “I
was just hoping that I
would get on a good
team.”

Fortunately for Taylor;,
she got drafted by the
Farmers Bank team, one
of the new teams in the
league.

“T went to the tryout
and I saw her at the try-
out,” Farmers Bank
coach Ed Godfrey said. “I
could see the enthusi-
asm. I could see the
desire. I could see the
hustle right away, and I
kind of knew I wanted to
get her on my team. I was
just glad to get her.”

Phippin has played
multiple positions in her
two years on the team,
but Godfrey and assis-
tant coach George
Vogelsang primarily use
her as a pitcher and a
first baseman.

“She has played every
position well,” Vogelsang
said. “She shows the
smarts of a good player
and she doesn’t need a lot
of instruction.”

Taylor got some play-
ing time at both positions
Thursday night in a .;_5

h

Creek Builders .n the
final round of the Major I
_playoffs at Harmon Field.
She pitched 2 1/3 innings,
giving up one earned run
on one hit while striking
out two batters. At first
base, she made two put-
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Taylor Phippin said. “I got interested in playing it.”

outs, and made three
plate appearances, walk-
ing all three times. When
most players get walked,
they take their time
going to the base. For
Phippin, she runs as hard
as she can.

“Yeah, it's just hustle,”
Phippin said. “(The
coaches) tell me to hustle,
soIdo.”

The league has allowed
her to have a courtesy
runner to fill in for her if
she gets on base.

Godfrey feels she does
more than just play well
on the field.

he conftributes ust m
coming out here every
night, just by walking out
to that mound, gefting
into the batter’s box, tak-
ing her hacks and just
being a part of the team.”

In addition, he has seen

his team come to like
Phippin for who she is.

“] think when the
other girls see how posi-
tive she is and how suc-
cessful she is, I think the
girls feed off that,”
Godfrey said. “I think its
just a good thing for the
girls.”

Leslie feels her daugh-
ter has accomplished so
much in so little time.

“Now I know why she
wanted to play so bad,
because she is pretty
good at it,” she said. “If
she could run, she’d be
scary.”

Tavlor realized she
could not have done this
without a few people.

“My mom has been

helping me play catch

“and my dad helps-me-hit —Phippin-said“We were

and all that,” Phippin
said. “(The teammates)
have been very helpful.
They cheer me on and all

that, even if I don’t do
good.”

Taylor has learned one
important piece of
advice throughout this
whole experience.

“Never quit and do
whatever you can that
you think you can do,”
Taylor said, “because I
have achieved it.”

Phippin and Farmers
Bank will play in the
championship round
against the undefeated
DSC Dragons on Monday
at the Henry S. Parker
Complex. Farmers Bank
would have to beat the
Dragons twice to win the
title, because it is a dou-
ble-elimination tourna-
ment.

“I hope we really win,”

the closest ones that beat
them until the Ilast
inning. We are going to
get them this time.”
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